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Urbanization in Northern Syria and Southern Anatolia over the long span
of time between the Bronze and Iron Age experienced a steady transforma-
tion in both settlement pattern and urban planning; the process was certainly
not linear nor univocal, following regional trends and strictly local features,
and suffering the discontinuous nature of the documentation. Evaluating the
dynamics of change and continuity means having at one’s disposition uniequi-
vocal and coherent examples over long periods, and this is rarely the case.
The few examples of long-lasting cities do not provide equal documentation
for different periods-and, therefore, do not enable an adequate reconstruction
to be made.

The fact that some great capitals did not survive the events of the Bronze
Age suggests that discontinuity or breakdown was a general phenomenon in
the region between the Late Bronze and the Iron Age, reflecting political
events such as wars, migrations and invasions, and related economic, social
factors, beginning with the collapse of the palace economy and the decline
of urbanization and ending with the emergence or increase of pastoralism.
The existence of a few cities where continuity was a long-term process ex-
tending well beyond the limits of the 2nd millennium, such as Hama, Kar-
kemish, Malatya, provides an indication of rather uneven conditions in the
whole area. New results shorten today the transitional period of the Dark .
Age and mitigate its character as a period of marked passage'. There is con-
sequently a notable attempt to emphasize continuity versus discontinuity,
local endogeneous variability versus external disruptions, inner fluctuations
versus occasional external movers, destruction or ethnic movements. Local

'We can follow directly the shift in theoretical approach to the Dark Age subject beginning
with the Zwettl conference, Deger-Jalkotzy 1980, to the more recent: Ward, Sharp J oukowski
1992, to AA.VV. 1994; to Yon, Sznycer, Bordreuil 1995." '/ ‘






